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TESS is an annual event that provides Ontario colleges and universities with an opportunity explore the 
intersection of technology and education.  
 
Online learning in Ontario is growing faster than any other province in Canada. 79% of Ontario colleges and 
88% of Ontario universities forecast an increase in online course registrations in the next year (CDLRA, 2018). 
This growth in registrations is coupled with a growth in new strategies for creation, delivery, recognition and 
collaboration for online learning across the province, necessitating innovative learning tools and an 
“experimenter” mindset.  
 
TESS 2019 is our opportunity to celebrate that success, extend our horizons and mobilize our collective 
knowledge to build future online learning environments that are even more inclusive, engaging and digitally 
fluent for our students.  
 
eCampusOntario welcomes proposals from member institutions that showcase this standard of excellence, 
freely share that learning with the community, and engage participants to level up their game in this space. 
The showcase will take place on Day 1 of TESS. Are you ready to play? 
 
Presentation tracks include: 

• Creation: exploring program and online course design frameworks including Universal Design for 
Learning (UDL), inclusive learning, user experience (UX), gamification, etc. 

• Delivery: extending teaching strategies and learner engagement, active and experiential learning, co-
developed curriculum, open pedagogy, etc. 

• Recognition: rethinking assessment strategies and credentialing systems such as PBL, alternative 
assessments, micro-certifications, digital badging, etc. 

• Collaboration: establishing unique partnerships with employers, industry, community, etc. 

• Experimentation: leveling up with new tools and technology such as H5P, learning analytics, 
augmented/virtual reality, mobile-first learning, etc. 

 
Presentation formats: 

• 60-minute workshop or engaging panel discussion 

• 20-minute presentation 

• 5-minute lightening talk 
 
Submission guidelines: 

• 300-word presentation proposal (not including references) 

• Alignment with track and format clearly identified 
 
Proposals are due September 27, 2019, 11pm EDT. https://www.ecampusontario.ca/tess/. Maximum one 
submission per person. At least one presenter in a team must attend to present in person.  
 
Proposals will be evaluated on the following criteria: 

1. Evidence-supported work 
2. High audience engagement 
3. Innovation and/or collaboration 
4. Relevance to theme, track, and non-specialist audience 
5. Representation from across institutions, disciplines, and geographic locations 
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